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Editorial Foreword

Moving Forward…Slowly

 In Beijing, China [1995], the largest international 
assembly on women‘s issues - some 40,000 strong - 
demanded protection for women against violence. They
considered literacy, education, health, empowerment and 
fair employment of women as weapons against violence 
and other problems that result from insensitivity and  
inequality. (Harvest Foreword - Spring 1996)

 How fitting it is that as this issue of Harvest is in 
its final editing, we find ourselves at the beginning 
of Women’s History Month - March 2021. This 
commemoration began in the United States in 1987. 
This month-long celebration is an opportunity to 
acknowledge women who distinguished themselves 
by contributing to history, culture, society, religion, 
the arts, etc. 
 There were many opportunities in late 2020 and 
now in 2021 to remember the work of passionate, 
dedicated, unselfish women whose cause was to 
raise the dignity of those left out or put down by 
society. One of the significant celebrations focused 
on the 100th Anniversary of the adoption of the 19th 

Amendment to the US Constitution which gave 
women the right to vote. We recall the names of 
Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Sojourner 
Truth and Frances E. W. Harper, to mention a few. In 
November of 2020, we focused on the 40th year since 
the death of Dorothy Day, social activist, journalist 
and political radical. We are reminded of Shirley 
Chisholm, the first Black woman in Congress and the 
first to run for President of the US. A recent woman 
of commitment and service is Justice of the Supreme 
Court Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who died last year.
 Within our church community we mourned 
the brutal deaths of the four North American 
churchwomen, Ursuline Sr. Dorothy Kazel, Marynoll 
Srs. Maura Clarke and Ita Ford, and lay missionary 
Jean Donovan. Forty years ago they were martyred 
in El Salvador - they whose crime was helping the 
poor and marginalized. On a happier note, the church 
celebrated the first two American born women to 
be canonized, St. Elizabeth Seton and St. Katharine 
Drexel. St. Elizabeth is remembered for her founding 

of a religious order and the establishment of many 
Catholic schools. St. Katharine distinguished herself 
by giving away her fortune, becoming a sister 
religious and working among Native and Black 
Americans, especially in the field of education.
 As we consider 2021, there are many bright lights 
in our midst. I think fondly and with admiration of 
women who continue to teach, inspire and challenge 
us by their words and actions. Some who come to 
mind are Sr. Elizabeth Johnson, Sr. Joan Chittister and 
Phyllis Zagano. They are put to the test often when 
their works, qualifications or recommendations are 
questioned. I think of Sr. Simone Campbell, the leader 
of Network, the Catholic lobbying group. Sr. Simone 
was very involved in informing voters throughout the 
country prior to the recent national election.
 Two other shining stars are our Vice President, 
Kamala Harris and our National Youth Poet Laureate 
and Inaugural Poet, Amanda Gorman, both women of 
color. How they enhanced Inauguration Day 2021!
 The women I have highlighted were public figures 
who saw a need and had the passion and courage to 
use their talents and resources to make changes to 
unequal and unfair practices in society among the 
disadvantaged.
 The roles and treatment of women have improved, 
albeit slowly. However, many abuses and inequities 
continue to plague them. Hardly a day goes by 
without reading of domestic violence against women 
or sexual harassment in the workplace. We read 
of mistreatment of women and children in refugee 
camps or along borders. We hear about inequities 
because of COVID-19, the increased need for safe 
childcare and the importance of a living wage. Within 
the church, we hear the cries of women who feel 
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deprived because they want a greater say in governing 
or more inclusive language or greater involvement 
in ministry. Most readers are aware of Pope Francis’ 
praise of women and his inclusion of women in new 
ways in the Vatican. Change seems to happen so 
slowly.
 I believe that we women in Christian Life 
Community have enjoyed privileges that are lacking 
to other women of faith. We thrive in our diversity. 
We are encouraged to use our gifts for others. We are 
challenged and supported by community to go forth 
and make a difference. We are strengthened not only 
by the sacraments but also by the gifts of Ignatian 
spirituality. The history of CLC reveals many women 
who made a difference and those who continue to 
model what it is to be a woman for others.

Within This Issue
 President Barb Rudolph relates the story of 
Ursuline Sister Dorothy Kazel, one of the four 
American churchwomen martyred in El Salvador. 
In “Alleluia…” She tells of the connection of Sr. 
Dorothy with a CLC group in Cleveland. Barb asks us 
to reflect on a woman who inspired us.
 “An Introduction to Dominic Nguyen, S.J. - Our 
New Ecclesial Assistant” is just that. Father Dominic 
Nguyen writes of his life, taking us from his family 
in Vietnam to the Jesuits in the US to his various 
ministries and to becoming our National Ecclesial 
Assistant. We welcome you Father Dominic!
 This issue of Harvest would be incomplete 
without the mention of some women who stand apart 
in our past CLC history. In “A CLC Prophet” Marie 
Schimelfening recalls the life of Elizabeth Spenser 
Leone. By inserting Betty’s own words and Marie’s 
recollections, we can appreciate the woman Betty 
was.
 Collaborating together, Carol	Gonzalez,	Marie	
Schimelfening and Dorothy Zambito remembered 
“A Woman of Distinction: Monika Konrad Hildegard 
Hellwig.” Read on to learn of her intellectual gifts of 
teaching, writing, lecturing and challenging others to 
act. Her concern for the marginalized was followed by 
her involvement with those in need.
 Many years ago, I was reprimanded by my pastor 
during a parish council meeting. In a loud voice 
he said, “I am the canonical head of this parish. 

I make the decisions.” In “Shepherdesses to the 
Flock: Women and the Church,” my daughter,Mary 
Zambito Juliano tells a different story of parish life 
2020-21. It is a story of hope and possibility. Women 
Together - Moving Forward.
 The Editorial Team of Harvest was happy to 
receive three submissions from young adults in CLC 
at Boston College. 
 Amirah Orozco writes of the importance of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe to her as a Mexican-American 
woman, especially as a symbol of promise for those 
who have suffered from sexism, racism or gender 
violence. In “A Fish Out of Water: Reflections on Our 
Lady of Guadalupe from Boston,” Amirah writes that 
she found ‘space’ in CLC to appreciate the role of Our 
Lady in her life and in the lives of the survivors of 
violence.
 “VP Harris Is the First…Let’s Make Sure She Isn’t 
the Last” is Franny Hess’ exuberant and hope-filled 
article. Part of his enthusiasm is related to the future 
dreams of four younger sisters. Other excitement is 
found in the hope and promise of the words of Vice 
President Harris and National Youth Poet Laureate, 
Amanda Gorman.
 Mary Brooks describes some personal 
uncertainties in “Believing as a Female, a Christian 
and a College Student.” Mary is both questioning 
and seeking answers to beliefs and practices in the 
church. They represent a wide range of subjects, 
from questions about the afterlife to ones about the 
challenge of the church in prioritizing the male image. 
CLC once again provides a space and a community 
for discussion.
 The next article is a very practical one. My 
younger daughter, Christine Morillo, tells of the 
balancing act of many women who work full time at 
home and in the outside workplace. In “A Woman‘s 
Work Is Never Done” she calls on society to change 
some long held expectations of women. She shares 
the importance of prioritizing tasks.
 “My CLC History” is Ann Schaab Frey’s over 
fifty-five year journey with Sodality and CLC. It is 
in part a search to stay connected to our way of life 
when physical moves happen or other life changes 
occur. It recognizes the value of Ignatian spirituality 
and community. We congratulate you, Ann, for your 
commitment and fidelity.
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 Terri Mierswa writes of “The Forced Migration 
of Women and Those Who Give Them Dignity and 
Support.” She gives some reasons why women 
migrate - war, environmental destruction and sexual 
or physical abuse. Terri tells of help given at the 
Mexican border including that provided by CLC 
members.
 In the first of two reports, Mary Ann Cassidy 
focuses on “Empowering of Young Women through 
Education.” In addition to the pandemic, Mary Ann 
lists barriers to education. A ray of hope is found in 
initiatives from UNICEF and private foundations to 
help fund various programs for young women.
 Mary Ann Cassidy and Joan Woods report on 
The Commission on the Status of Women.” The article 
describes the Fourth World Conference on Women 
in Beijing in 1995. At that meeting the Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action was adopted. 
This listed 12 critical areas of concern. Follow-up 
meetings were planned for this year but have been put 
on hold because of the pandemic.
 The final article by Lorraine Damman is 
addressed to all of us as citizens of the US. In “Our 
Democracy, Our Freedoms, Our Flag Still Stands,” 
she recalls the horror and shock of January 6, 2021. 
Lorraine also cites those who spoke out against the 
violence and the attempt to destroy our democracy. 

 Awareness of women’s struggle to be seen as 
whole human beings is only the beginning step to 
further comprehension of the task which lies ahead, 
that is, to reform the structures that continue to 
oppress not only women, but also those of color, 
the poor, the elderly, the unborn, the homeless, the 
mentally and physically compromised, the abused, 
etc. (Harvest Foreword, Spring 1996)

With gratitude to our loving God,
Dorothy M. Zambito  

Dorothy Sullivan, Companions of Jesus CLC, 
Detroit, 12/18/20.

Joseph P. Woods, brother of Joan Woods, 
Westchester CLC, NY 12/19/20.

Joseph A. Schimelfening, brother of Marie A. 
Schimelfening, Nick Rieman, S.J. and Companions 
of Jesus CLC, Detroit, 01/20/21.

James L. Nelson, father of Linda Baratte of the 
Loyola CLC, Morristown. NJ 01/23/21.

Joseph Morris, father of Trish Morris of Fordham 
Prep CLC, NY 02/04/21.

Thomas M. Mierswa, father of Terri Mierswa of the 
St. Francis-Metuchen CLC, NJ 03/01/21.

Matthew Miller, son of Rosemary Miller of  
St. Catharine CLC, Glen Rock, NJ 03/17/21.

IN MEMORIAM

If we want a better world 

that will be a peaceful home 

and not a battlefield, 

we all need to do a lot more 

for the dignity of each woman.

Pope Francis, February 2021
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President’s Corner Alleluia….

 “I want to be known as an alleluia from head to toe.” With that 
statement, Sister Dorothy Kazel, an Ursuline sister who was martyred 
in El Salvador, encapsulated how she wished to be remembered. Her 
saying, articulated in 1967, became a guiding star for how she lived her 
life. Described as being a joyful, generous person, Dorothy displayed an 
enthusiasm for life. She was born in Cleveland in 1939 and died in El 
Salvador in 1980. 
 In the years that I have lived in Cleveland, I have had the opportunity 
to be part of numerous ceremonies that commemorate the lives of the four 
American martyrs: Sister Dorothy Kazel, lay missionary Jean Donovan 
and Maryknoll Sisters Maura Clarke and Ita Ford. The December 2020 
fortieth anniversary of their deaths, provided an opportunity to listen to 
the deeper meaning of their values and the work that they were doing in El 
Salvador. Likewise, since several people that I know had actually known 
Sister Dorothy, it provided an opportunity to re-listen to some of the stories/
interactions that I have heard through the years. Additionally, their deaths 
correspond to the founding of the Community of Oscar Romero (COAR), 
an orphanage in El Salvador that was started by Father Ken Meyers and 
the Cleveland Latin American Mission (CLAM) team. Every year, at 
their annual fundraising event, COAR commemorates the Mission team 
and martyrs. COAR celebrates a Mass and as part of the offertory ritual, 
commemorates both the death of Oscar Romero as well as the four North 
American women martyrs. Years ago, I attended memorials sponsored by 
the Cleveland Interreligious Task Force which also commemorated the 
martyrs through ritual and a community meal. 
 For many years, Cleveland had a Christian Life Community named 
Alleluia Women. Sister Dorothy Kazel’s sister-in-law, Dorothy Chapon 
Kazel, was part of that community. There were several connections that 
made the Alleluia Women name special for the group. First, an admiration 
for Sister Dorothy’s deep sense of mission and connection to ministry with 
the poor and marginalized, helped to generate a desire to model this concern 
for other people. Secondly, since Dorothy Chapon Kazel was married to 
Sister Dorothy’s brother, she regularly interacted with Sister Dorothy. She 
had many conversations with her. She was privileged to access personal 
letters written to family, as well as tapes recorded by Sister Dorothy. She 
shared her perspectives of Sister Dorothy’s life with members of Alleluia 
Women. As a family member, she could contrast challenges in her own life 
with the challenges in Sister Dorothy’s life.
 Dorothy Chapon Kazel, along with Sister Mary Ann Flannery, S. C. 
wrote a book published in 2008 called The Voice: a Missionary’s Call 
to Give Her Life. The book was available to the CLC membership. The 
women who were part of our CLC reported a special connection to Sister 
Dorothy’s joy and generosity. The two CLC women who helped start the 
community, Marilyn Bourguignon and Mary Pat Mundzak, continued as 
part of the group because they wanted to continue the relationships with the 
women who joined the community. 

Barb Rudolph 
President
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 Recently, in the midst of commemorations for the 
fortieth anniversary of her death, I realized the group 
had named itself after Sister Dorothy’s statement 
from 1967, “I want to be known as an alleluia from 
head to toe.” At the time she had made that comment, 
she was teaching in a Cleveland school and she 
was broadening her vision of church by attending 
multiple ecumenical church services. At a Methodist 
sponsored ecumenical retreat, an Ursuline sister who 
also attended, Sister Mary Rathbun, had asked Sister 
Dorothy what she would like on her tombstone. She 
responded with the quote about being an alleluia. I 
knew the CLC group’s name had something to do 
with Sister Dorothy, but not the specifics. Later, I 
learned that St. Augustine is credited with the saying, 
“A Christian should be an Alleluia person from head 
to foot.”
 What were some of the other specifics that I 
learned recently? A woman I know who was in the 
Novitiate with Sister Dorothy, spoke of how the two 
women “got in trouble” for giggling uncontrollably 
during a silent prayer time. Their giggling had 
something to do with keeping the headpiece to the 
habit in place. The bigger picture is that Dorothy 
was joyful, fun loving, energetic, generous. She 
liked sports as an activity to share with others and 
she enjoyed being physically active. Dorothy had 
an infectious smile. She loved teaching and loved 
being around young people. She worked with other 
sisters to provide innovative learning experiences 
to the students at her school. She loved nature. She 
organized some informal sports events between 
students and the sisters.
 Vatican II began during Sister Dorothy’s early 
years in the convent. She entered the Ursuline 
novitiate program in September of 1960. Before she 
entered, Dorothy had a strong experience of feeling 
God’s presence as she was praying. At the time, she 
was engaged and had set a wedding date prior to 
hearing God’s call to become a woman religious. 
With great sensitivity, she broke off the relationship. 
When she was clothed in her religious habit, she 
received the name Sister Laurentine, an Ursuline nun 
who was martyred during the French Revolution. 
She later resumed the use of her baptismal name, 
Dorothy. Her sense of spirituality and deep sense of 
mission, of being called to help the poor deepened 
over several years. As a precursor to going to El 
Salvador, Sister Dorothy had spent some shorter 

periods of time working on Indian Reservations in 
Arizona. Part of her Cleveland teaching career was 
in an inner city area of Cleveland. She went back to 
school and obtained a Master’s in Counseling while at 
the same time feeling a greater commitment to serve 
the poor. Her last teaching and guidance counseling 
work was at Beaumont High School in Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio. The school is known for its academic 
excellence and draws students from several cities in 
the greater Cleveland area.
 In 1974, her prayer life focused on a discernment 
about whether she was being called to serve on the 
Cleveland Diocesan Mission team in El Salvador. 
According to The Voice: A Missionary’s Call to Give 
Her Life, Dorothy felt the anguish of her decision 
along with a desire to do God’s will. In July of 1974, 
she joined the mission team. She underwent advanced 
language training (Spanish) in Costa Rica and then 
went on to El Salvador. The mission team worked in 
several cities and the goal was to transfer the pastoral 
leadership to a Salvadoran religious team. At that 
time, the mission team had been in El Salvador for 
about ten years. Dorothy is described as being open 
to new ideas and different cultural perspectives. She 
quickly became immersed in parish activities as well 
as trying to help people meet their basic needs. One of 
the stories that touched me was that of Sister Dorothy 
helping a young lady with special needs prepare for 
First Communion. The family of the young lady gave 
Sister Dorothy a live chicken for providing special 
help. The team viewed their work as church related, 
not political, but at the same time, peace and justice 
issues emerged. 
 By 1977, the country was in the midst of a 
Civil War. Archbishop Romero became known as a 
peace and justice activist. Dorothy was inspired by 
his work. The mission team was seeing the effects 
of the Civil War. In an effort to increase a sense of 
safety, the team began to conduct more of their work 
in the afternoons. Dorothy was committed to help 
the refugees and wounded. Her faith became more 
consuming in her desire to live her life in union 
with God. The violence continued to escalate. On 
March 24, 1980, Archbishop Oscar Romero was 
assassinated while celebrating Mass. Sister Dorothy 
spent additional time in prayer in front of the Blessed 
Sacrament. The team began discernment processes 
about their work and whether or not some of the team 
should return to the United States. The danger and 



Harvest / 8

violence continued. If you wish to learn/understand 
more of the Civil War violence, you may wish to go 
to YouTube and review some of the film footage of 
that era, as well as doing additional reading. For me, 
the realities of life in El Salvador become more vivid 
through viewing film footage. The foreword of The 
Voice: a Missionary’s Call to Give Her Life details 
that former Ambassador to El Salvador, Robert White, 
as well as Sister Dorothy, implored the United States 
not to fund military assistance because arms were 
often used against the common people. 
 On December 2, 1980 Sister Dorothy Kazel 
and Jean Donovan traveled to pick up Sisters Ita 
and Maura at the airport. On the way back home, 
they were kidnapped, tortured and murdered by five 
Salvadoran soldiers on a hillside of San Vicente, El 
Salvador. The next day, their bodies were found in 
shallow graves. About a month before her death, the 
Cleveland diocesan paper published Sister Dorothy’s 
last letter to her Cleveland home. The quote ends 
with, “The steadfast faith and courage of our leaders 
have continued to preach the Word of God even 
though it may mean laying down your life…a most 
vivid realization that Jesus is here with us.” While 
Sister Dorothy may not have anticipated that her life 
here on earth would soon end, she did experience a 
deepened spirituality of wanting to do God’s work. 
She also knew that there were discord and danger due 
to the political unrest. She saw firsthand the injuries 
and deaths of many in El Salvador.
 Several months before Sister Dorothy’s death, 
Father Ken Myers named his parish refugee center 
Comunidad Oscar A Romero. The parish refugee 
center established an orphanage for children who 
had lost parents in the Civil War. Sister Dorothy and 
Jean Donovan were helping at the orphanage. COAR 
has named four Casas (houses for orphans) for the 
women martyrs of El Salvador. It is the oldest extant 
organization in the world named for Saint Oscar 
Romero. The memory and work of Oscar Romero 
and the four women martyrs lives on through COAR, 
which continues to serve the people of El Salvador 
today. Many generous people in the USA and 
throughout the world support their work. Many young 
people are involved through visitation/volunteer 
options, some fundraising and letter writing programs. 

 On the fortieth anniversary of Sister Dorothy’s 
death, there were many special memorials and 
ceremonies that honored the four North American 
women. Several special programs were held at 
Beaumont High School where women religious who 
had worked with Sister Dorothy were interviewed. 
The Memorial Mass was broadcast on Zoom to an 
overflow audience. School staff reported that students 
had an increased interest in learning more about 
Sister Dorothy and the other martyrs. The Ursuline 
congregation also offered special programs and 
rituals to commemorate the lives and work of the four 
martyrs. 
 Sister Dorothy’s life can serve as a source of 
inspiration and growth for us. The process of spiritual 
development and discernment, of leading a simple 
life style, of being concerned about the poor and 
the marginalized are values familiar to those of us 
in Christian Life Community. As we share stories 
about women who have made a difference, we can 
also assess how their stories compare to our stories. 
What is it that inspires us? Even if a person lives 
in very different circumstances, can we be drawn 
to that woman and feel a connection to her lifestyle 
and values? What are some of the core values of the 
women you admire? Are there lessons we can learn 
from their lives? Is it likely that our youth and young 
adults are inspired by what they learn about their 
heroes? If you have a favorite woman who you view 
as being very inspiring and a leader, how has that 
person influenced your spirituality, your attitudes and 
beliefs? Do you have any personal rituals as a tribute 
to a woman you admire? Are there any songs that 
inspire you and speak to you about the values of the 
women you admire?
 Today’s world offers us many opportunities to 
find women who inspire us. As you engage with the 
world, hopefully you will find several women you can 
emulate. Let us all walk as one, on a journey towards 
our guiding star. 
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Dear CLC-USA members 
and my companions,

I have been blessed to 
be born in Hanoi, Vietnam, 
in 1953. My parents brought 
me to the South to avoid the 
Communist regime controlling 
the North by force. All my 
childhood had been peaceful 
with full freedom and the simple 
life of a relatively small country 
in Asia.

As a gift from God in a middle-class family, I enjoyed 
life with daily study, a natural playing ground and strong 
communal relationships with relatives and friends. After 
graduating high school, I responded to God’s invitation 
by entering a seminary in the Saigon Archdiocese with a 
strong devotion to serve. The fall of Saigon in April 1975 
did mark a new dark time for us under a new government 
which claimed socialism as a future paradise for our 
country.

One more special gift added to my pleasant life is 
my immediate family. My parents had 10 children (8 
boys and 2 girls). I am the oldest one. The seven oldest 
siblings escaped from Vietnam on four different boats 
at four different times. They landed in Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines. My parents and 
the three youngest children stayed home until 1990. A 
reunion brought us together in San Diego with complete 
enjoyment.

Both parents died peacefully (father 3 years ago, 
mother 13) with promises of endless prayers for my 
vocation. I still receive strong vocational support from my 
siblings and their families in the US.

During the summer of 1978, the confiscation of my 
family’s property and mental torture by the government 
officers gave me a clear sign to say goodbye to my 
homeland. This opened a hopeful dream for my future 
steps overseas, if I got lucky. After floating on a boat in the 
Pacific Ocean for five days, I was saved by a big fishing 
boat in the Philippines. Early in 1980, I landed in San 
Diego with a US visa starting a new chapter of my life 
combined with plenty of opportunities for my fulfillment. 
How wonderful God has been to recreate in me a spirit of 

renewal and a willingness to collaborate with good-hearted 
people! 

It took me at least five years to learn the language and 
enculturation in the new land. It took me five days in a 
silent retreat to let God inspire and redirect my religious 
vocation. Jesus Christ, the best gift of my spiritual life, led 
me to the Society of Jesus in Oregon in 1982.

Along with this significant gift of vocation, I also 
started my CLC journey with the Vietnamese in Dong-
Hanh (DH-CLC) introduced to me by Fr. Julian Elizalde, 
S.J. After ten years of formation in Jesuit life, I have 
been deeply nurtured with the awesome charisms of 
Ignatian spirituality such as imaginative prayer, spirit of 
discernment, daily Examen, contemplation in action...

In 1992, I was ordained a Jesuit priest. My first 
assignment was doing parish work. One year later retreat 
ministry was added. I became EA for DH-CLC in the U.S. 
until 1997. Traveling by car to various communities, I 
encountered a great amount of voiceless pain and spiritual 
hunger.

In 1997, after my tertianship in the Philippines, my 
service for the poor/multi-cultural/ethnic groups has 
continued with parish ministry for eight years in Tacoma, 
Washington.

In the last 12 years I have worked with youth, young 
adults and others at Le Thi Thanh Retreat House in 
Houston, Texas. The needs of suffering people seemed 
never to end and my physical health has been affected. 
This is surely a natural law nobody can ignore.

However, starting this new year of 2021, I have 
been honored and blessed with God’s favors by being 
sent by the Society of Jesus to carry out this mission as 
National Ecclesial Assistant. Humbly and hopefully I will 
journey with CLC-USA in the next few years before my 
retirement.

May God continue blessing us with inner peace and 
heartfelt joy in our journey together!

An Introduction to Fr. Dominic Nguyen, S.J., 

Our New Ecclesial Assistant

Ecclesial Assistant
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Betty received an award on June 10, 2000 from her alma mater, Marian University, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. She was the recipient of the Francis and Clare Award for 
Distinguished Achievement in Peace and Social Justice. Following are excerpts of her 
remarks upon receiving her award.

 “My life has not been one of major professional accomplishments.  Somehow, 
during my time at Marian College, I began to hear a call to serve God as a Christian 
layperson. It had to do with social justice -- helping people in need and empowering 
them to grow and to develop to their full potential. In my effort to respond to this call, 
I found myself at times with a sense of social maladjustment for Christian reasons.  I 
wanted to encourage people to protest against the personal and institutional injustice of 
the world about them. Today, I would call this a plea to “hear the cry of the poor.”

 Her acceptance speech covered all of her adult life focusing on many social justice 
issues - wrongs that she wanted to make right. 

 “During my years at Marian, I began asking if there were any black Catholics who 
might want to go to Marian. If so, where are they? I discovered that I made people, 
including some faculty members, quite nervous!”  
   “This tendency to reflect on my social experience has been a part of me throughout 
my life. Following graduation from Marian, I chose to prepare for a career in social 
work, receiving an MSSW Degree from Catholic University (National Catholic School 
of Social Service). After a brief professional career (working with Jewish refugees 
in New York City), I married Fred Leone, whom I had met when he was a graduate 
student at Georgetown University. We raised a large family. To my present amazement, 
our children have turned out surprisingly well -- despite the confusion and pain of 
having raised teenagers in the turbulent 60s and early 70s.”  
 “During these turbulent years, I became more aware of God’s presence in my life 
and in the world -- especially in the work of Martin Luther King, Jr. In the 60s, our 
three oldest sons declared themselves conscientious objectors to the Vietnam War. We 
supported their stand and accepted the potential consequences.” 
 “Our family spent a year (1968-69) in Sao Paulo, Brazil on my husband’s Fulbright 
Professorship. It was a year of awakening to the world of the poor.... This year of strong 
social contrasts touched our entire family.” 

  In 1973 the family moved to Washington, D.C. and Silver Spring, MD. While there 
Betty served on the National Council of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Vocations”

 “During my tenure, I was quite vocal in insisting that ‘vocations’ meant not just to 
the priesthood and religious life, but to lay vocations as well.”

 She further stated that in order to serve and to be helpful to the poor, she spent 
more than one year on periodic overnight duty at a homeless shelter in downtown 
Washington, D.C. and encouraged others to do the same. 

 “My world was expanding. As a member of the World CLC Committee on Justice 
and Peace, I submitted a proposal and a clear justification to its Executive Council 
to apply for Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) status at the United Nations. 

A CLC Prophet

Elizabeth Spencer “Betty” Leone (1917 – 2003)
By Marie Schimelfening

Marie A. Schimelfening has 
been a Sodality/CLC member 
for over fifty years. She served 
as CLC Executive Secretary 
(1971-1975) and as Executive 
Director (1975-1980). Marie 
was a delegate to several 
world assemblies and was 
World ExCo Secretary (1982-
1990). She serves as a CLC 
NGO representative to the 
United Nations in New York. 
She is a member of the Nick 
Rieman, S.J. Guides CLC and 
a guide for the Companions 
CLC, both in Detroit.



2021 - Issue 1 / 11

World CLC now has a voice with many other international 
NGO’s on crucial global issues, such as disarmament, 
world health, concern for children, and the role of 
women.”
 “It is in part due to our total commitment to CLC 
that we have joined and gone into parish work within a 
predominantly African American parish in all the time 
we have been living in the Washington D.C. area. Our 
parish is now expanding into a multi-cultural parish, with 
a very large contingent of Nigerians (Nigerian Catholic 
Community), Latin Americans, Haitians, Filipinos and 
Caribbeans.”

 In 1975 Betty received the CLC Development 
of Peoples Award. This award is named after 
Pope Paul VI’s encyclical and given to those who 
are outstanding in carrying out the principles 
and ideals of this encyclical, especially peace 
and justice. Betty was involved in the inner 
city summer tutoring project of the Catholic 
Interracial Council in Cleveland, using her strong 
sense of mission and vision for service to God’s 
people on all levels.

 “During the 1980s I spent six years working 
for a Master’s degree in Theological Studies 
with a major in spirituality. After a lifelong 
involvement as a constructive (I hope) change 
agent, I have a firm conviction that we cannot do 
anything worthwhile without discerning God’s leading in 
our lives. Our outward journey towards the world, be it 
professional, or volunteer or both, must be supported by 
and integrated with our inner journey of personal growth, 
self-awareness and faith.”
 “Today I continue to listen, learn, grow and serve to 
the best of my ability. This is the journey of my life of 82 
years and married life of 55 years. God isn’t finished with 
me yet.”

 I have my own remembrances of Betty. In the over 40 
years of knowing Betty I remember the many times that 
we were together. I would always be amazed at her ideas 
of what we should do in CLC. They were always wide-
ranging and included many people. We spoke about our 
Ignatian spirituality as being integrated. Betty lived it 
more than anyone I know. In the early 80s I was visiting 
Betty and Fred for several days. While in the kitchen, 
we talked about the injustices that were occurring in the 
world, many of which she spoke about while accepting the 
award from Marian University. Her question was always, 
“What could we in CLC do to change the situation?” 
Between the heavy discussions, we were cleaning 

vegetables for dinner, making powdered milk because it 
was cheaper; and, while conversation was still going on, 
we wandered out into the yard to bury the garbage and 
look at the flowers. 
 In the morning when the daily newspaper arrived 
there was Betty, the first one to open it and spread it on 
the table. She turned each page to see what was going on 
in the whole world. Close by she had a place to pray. It 
reminds me of what I recently read about the twentieth-
century Protestant theologian, Karl Barth who said that 
one should do theology, “with the Bible in one hand and 
the newspaper in the other.” That was Betty. 

 I received a call from Betty in the spring of 2002, 
telling me that Fred was going to be eighty and she wanted 
to be sure he had some good celebrations around the 
country while they traveled. She said, “You are in charge 
of the Midwest.” While I was not able to be in St Louis for 
that celebration, I planned his eightieth party in Canada 
later that year. Betty was happy.
 She often spoke about reverse mission - missionaries 
from other parts of the world to the United States. I think 
this is one of the reasons she had the vision and pursued 
the process of World CLC obtaining NGO status at the 
United Nations.
 Betty has left her mark on me in many ways and I 
often find myself to this day saying,” I wonder what Betty 
would do or say,” about a certain situation. She kept me/
us on our toes. She knew what questions to ask and how to 
be an authentic conscience raiser. She truly was our CLC 
prophet. If only some of us would have listened to her more 
intently or ask her for further clarification on important 
issues of our times.

Marie A. Schimelfening and Betty Leone
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Carol Gonzalez

Marie Schimelfening

Dorothy Zambito 

A Woman of Distinction

Monika Hellwig (1929 – 2005)
By: Carol Gonzalez, Marie Schimelfening, Dorothy Zambito 

 While I never had the privilege to personally know Monika Hellwig, her presence 
loomed large in my early exploration of CLC as vocation. It was more than reassuring 
when I discovered that a CLC member had written Guests of God: Stewards of Divine 
Creation (2000) helping to confirm my hope that this Ignatian lay community truly 
was a way of life on mission together, including in the area of ecology, so central to 
my own calling. Yet I’m guessing many CLC members may be unfamiliar with this 
“people’s theologian,” one of the many influential women saints on whose shoulders 
we stand. A simple search of her name on Amazon reveals what a prolific writer this 
theologian was, and what a rich heritage she leaves for all of us.
 Monika Konrad Hildegard Hellwig was born December 
10, 1929 in Breslau, Germany. Her father was a German 
Catholic and her mother a Dutch Jew. When Monika was eight 
(1937), she and her two sisters (Nazi refugees) were sent to 
a boarding school in Scotland. Their father later was killed 
by the Nazis. In 1946, Monika was briefly reunited with her 
mother just prior to her mother’s death. The Hellwig children 
were raised by a Liverpool couple.
 At the age of fifteen, Monika began her higher education 
at the University of Liverpool receiving degrees in law (1949) 
and social science (1951).She came to the United States where 
she distinguished herself as author, educator and theologian. 
She spent fourteen years as a nun with the Medical Mission Sisters. Instead of being 
assigned to the missions in Pakistan, Monika was sent to the Catholic University of 
America where theology and scriptural studies enlarged her intellectual horizon. 
 Professionally, Monika began teaching at St. Therese Junior College in 
Philadelphia. During Vatican II, she was a research assistant and ghost writer for 
a Vatican official. The council made a lasting impression on her. After receiving a 
Doctorate in Theology from Catholic U., she taught in the Theology Department 
at Georgetown. Monika was only the second woman to be elected President of the 
Catholic Theological Society of America. Another prestigious position held was as 
Executive Director of the Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities.
 Apart from her successes in academia, Monika was challenged and enriched in 
her role as a single mother of three adopted children. She said that this expanded her 
theological experience.
 Monika Hellwig’s career included the writing of numerous books and articles. 
She was sought out to give lectures and workshops in the US and around the world. 
Through her publications and lectures, she challenged her audiences with the question, 
“What are you going to do about it?”
 Monika‘s sense of responsibility to her parish and to the two CLCs of which she 
was part, reflects her intentional living out of the lay vocation until her death in 2005. 
Dr. Monika Hellwig was awarded the CLC Development of Peoples’ Award at the CLC 
National Assembly in 2004 in Miami. The award recognized her distinguished service 
to national and world communities through her career as educator, author, lecturer, 
consultant and seminar leader in the fields of education and social justice. 
 Amid challenges of war, huge refugee populations, political polarizations and 
pervasive injustices, Monika gave suggestions of what CLC could do to further the 
reign of God in human society.



2021 - Issue 1 / 13

•  Become familiar with Islam so as to become 
a counterbalance to ignorance and 
prejudice against Muslims.

•  Join forces with groups like Pax Christi and 
Network to lobby and spread information.

•  Volunteer in activities that are appropriate to 
one’s family, health, state in life, etc.

•  Be open to encounter others different from 
oneself - race, language, culture, etc

•  Be informed on multiple issues during 
a national election learning what the 
candidates and their parties support..

•  Clarify that there are many issues besides 
abortion that should be informed by a 
seamless garment of life ethic of faithful 
citizenship.

(The above could have been written in 2020.)

 The September 2020 issue of Give Us This Day 
featured Monika Hellwig on the “Blessed Among Us” 
page for September 30th, the 15th Anniversary of her 
death. They concluded with some of her words
 In my journey….as a Catholic scholar, what have 
I learned? First of all, that we cannot keep the Holy 
Spirit out of the church, no matter how much we try 
to domesticate the whole enterprise. Secondly, that 
the church is wiser and more faithful when it listens 
discerningly to many voices, even those from outside its 
own boundaries.”
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Mary lives with her husband, 
John, in Warwick, NY. They 
have a daughter, four sons and 
a daughter in marriage. She 
has been the Business Manager 
at St. Stephen the First Martyr 
Parish since September 2019. 
When not serving at church, 
she enjoys cooking, baking, 
gardening, golf, entertaining 
and travelling.

Shepherdesses to the Flock: Women and the Church
By Mary Zambito Juliano

 Writing for Harvest has given me the opportunity to recall my early years serving 
in ministry at church. As a high schooler, I led or shared the role of cantor in my 
home parish, St. Gertrude’s in Bayville, New York. In Dental School, at Georgetown 
University, in the late 80s, I served as Eucharistic Minister at Sunday Mass at Dalghren 
Chapel on Georgetown’s main campus. I never considered these roles unusual or 
extraordinary for me, or for women, and I do not remember feeling that these were 
roles geared more for women or men. I felt that they suited my gifts and interests at the 
time as ways to serve more fully in the church. 
 Fast forward exactly 30 years from my graduation from Georgetown. I crossed 
the stage at Villanova University in May 2019 to receive my Master’s in Church 
Management. An email from Timothy Cardinal Dolan to the flock of the Archdiocese of 
New York in 2017, offered an invitation to study for a master’s degree and then serve 
as a business manager in a parish in the New York Archdiocese. Following many years 
of raising five children and volunteering in our parish, St. Stephen the First Martyr 
in Warwick, NY, the Cardinal’s email seemed directed especially to me. It was my 
obvious next step in service to the church.
 Our Archdiocesan Villanova cohort was comprised of 46 eager adult learners 
from all walks of life: one priest; two permanent deacons; professional businessmen 
and women who work in areas of finance, business and law; church employees; small 
business owners; and a dancer. For most English was their first language, while some 
struggled with it. There were a couple single women in their 20s. There were men in 
their late 60s who felt a degree in church management would be the gateway for their 
service to the Catholic Church in their retirement from their bread-winning careers. 
Half of my classmates were women. 
 Well before the COVID-19 pandemic and the explosion of online learning, our 
group met twice per week for two years, sharing our life experiences, deepening our 
faith and learning the ways of business in the church world. I received the blessing and 
recommendation from our former and current pastors at St. Stephen’s to apply for the 
program. Throughout the two-year coursework, I volunteered my time at our parish 
and eagerly shared my newfound knowledge with anyone of the parish staff who would 
listen. 
 Now, 18 months into my employment as business manager at St. Stephen’s 
Parish, I marvel at the unprecedented work and teamwork of our staff. It is comprised 
mainly of women, who have navigated our parish through the church lockdown and 
church reopening. Most recently they coordinated and planned the wake and burial 
of parishioner Danny Prial, a Chief Warrant Officer and helicopter pilot with the New 
York National Guard, who perished in Rochester, New York in January. 
 The clergy at my parish is made up of our pastor, one parochial vicar and two 
deacons. I collaborate almost daily with our priests. As our pastor is near retirement 
and is “tired” as he tells us regularly, I offer recommendations and solutions regarding 
church policy on a regular basis. This was clearly evident as our parish needed to deal 
with the almost daily changes related to church closings at the start of the pandemic and 
as we reopened the church in early summer. Accepting change was initially difficult 
for our pastor and it was often my job to work through the problems and solutions 
with him. A friend, Katie, who is also one of our parish’s Trustees, and I often play 
good cop, bad cop with our pastor as we face our Covid parish challenges to present 
recommendations that best and most safely consider the needs of parishioners. Working 
together, Katie and I are able to present the direct suggested approach to a problem at 
hand (that would be me) and then the United Nations approach (peace without conflict) 
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and follow-up from Katie to have our view considered. At 
this point, our pastor usually recognizes our thoughtful and 
well-planned recommendation, which is then adopted. 
 I have never felt disadvantaged being a woman in 
my role and with my relationship with our clergy. One 
interesting situation through the pandemic that made 
me feel disadvantaged, came from another woman. I 
was confronted by the wife of one of our deacons and 
told that it was not my authority to send out all the 
email communications to parishioners. They should be 
sent from the pastor. She told me, and our pastor, that I 
was overstepping the bounds of my duties as business 
manager. We did speak about the issues with our pastor. He 
supported me in my ministry in the parish and confirmed 
that we had collaborated on policy changes. 
 Growing up, my parents never made my sister, 
Christine, or me feel like we could not do or accomplish 
anything that we set our minds to or that our paths should 
be different from our four brothers because we were 
female. This was particularly true of my dad, Raymond 
Zambito, who constantly encouraged us to share our 
experiences with others and that the only limit to what we 
could do or accomplish was whether or not we accepted an 
opportunity. Additionally, we watched our mom, Dorothy 
Zambito, serve in community leadership roles as Trustee 
on the Board of Education for nine years. She also served 
as Coordinator of Eucharistic Ministers, lector and acolyte 
at St. Gertrude’s Church. If you know Christine or me 
as adults, you probably will agree that we are confident, 
assertive leaders in our respective careers and in our 
service to the community and our parishes. 
 For me, this foundation has been the catalyst to land 
me in a position of parish leadership. Much of what I 
learned at Villanova and through the peers in my cohort, 
has gone out the window as we live through, and navigate, 
a so called “one-hundred-year flood.” We are living, God 
willing, through a once in a lifetime pandemic, organizing 
and walking with parish friends and a military wake and 
funeral of a 30-year-old fallen hero. 
 Our priests and our deacons, as ordained ministers, 
administer the sacraments to the people of God. They are 
the primary caregivers of souls, so to speak. In a research 
paper I wrote for a Canon Law class, I investigated Canon 
517.2. This Canon states that the pastor is tasked with 
directing the pastoral care of the parish. In a diocese 
with a shortage of priests, the bishop may appoint lay 
ministers – men and women to act in the role of Parish 
Life Coordinators (PLCs) in parishes in underserved areas. 
Throughout the United States, in New York, Pennsylvania, 
Louisiana, California and Indiana, specifically, but not 
exclusively, PLCs, many of whom are women, serve 
in leadership roles in their parishes. While much of the 
“work” of these Parish Life Coordinators concerns the 
business of the parish, one PLC, Sr. Mary Ann Cody, IHM, 

from Pittston, PA, who I interviewed in 2019 told me, “To 
be successful, Parish Life Coordinators need to realize that 
parishioners need to see through them, through to the cross 
and that they cannot get in the way to the cross, they are 
just an instrument.”
 Sr. Mary Ann’s words ring true to me, whether it is 
my role as parish business manager, or that of our women 
staff members, parish secretary, DRE, parish trustee or 
bookkeeper. In my parish, each of these roles is held by 
women, exceptional and faithful women! Each of these 
women serve the church above and beyond their job 
descriptions. Again, because of the pandemic, our DRE 
created an outside the box virtual faith formation program 
for children and their parents, since in-person classroom 
learning was not possible. She has the complete support of 
our clergy. 
 Yes, our pastor, parochial vicar and deacons administer 
sacraments, but are often not the first or second contact 
with parishioners. As women, it is in our nature to nurture, 
empathize and adapt. In pastoral roles in our parishes we 
strive to work with love, respect, joy and grace. 
Reflecting on my position as Business Manager at St. 
Stephen’s, I believe my role and calling is so much more 
than this professional-sounding title. The parish secretary, 
for example, is the first to interact with someone on 
the phone or in the office who may wish to register for 
the parish, baptize their child, or speak to a priest. My 
ministry includes working day-to-day with our priests 
and parish staff who often come to me for direction 
and guidance in matters related to communications, 
programming, volunteer opportunities and fundraising. I 
am innovative and regularly suggest new ways for us to 
engage parishioners. 
 One such innovation was the addition of livestreaming 
equipment to reach our homebound parishioners and offer 
livestreaming of funerals and weddings. The equipment 
and upgrades were completed in early March 2020. 
Our livestream capabilities have opened our parish to 
worldwide viewership, for daily and Sunday Masses, 
funerals and weddings. Who knew this addition would be 
such a tremendous blessing to parishioners and friends 
worldwide through the pandemic!
 My service as a woman in the Catholic Church has 
been a fruitful journey, from my beginnings as a high 
school cantor to my current role as parish business 
manager. I am grateful for a pastor who allows me to use 
my gifts in my beloved parish to serve our flock. I also 
greatly appreciate our parish staff and faithful volunteers, 
who are friends, who generously serve our parishioners 
and our community and walk my faith journey with me.  
 It is my belief that our parish, St. Stephen’s, like many 
parishes, would not and could not thrive or survive without 
women in roles of leadership. 
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A Fish Out of Water:  
Reflections on Our Lady of Guadalupe from Boston

By Amirah Orozco 

  Our Lady of Guadalupe is an ever-present image in the community 
where I grew up. El Paso, Texas and Cd. Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico sit across 
an international border from each other, but make up a single community of 
a people whose history and future are one. From churches to gas stations to 
restaurants to scapular necklaces and bracelets, people cannot seem to get 
enough of La Virgen de Guadalupe. She is revered in a community that acts as 
the step (El Paso literally meaning “the step”) for many from Latin America 
to the United States. Her importance for my entire community is difficult to 
overstate. Studying at Boston College and joining Christian Life Community 
quickly became an experience of a “fish out of water” for me in relevance to 
Our Lady of Guadalupe. Only in leaving my community of fellow devotees 
and joining Catholic communities with others with different devotions did I 
come to recognize her as my strongest model of faith. She is not only for me, 
but for many in my community, a mother whose call liberates us from the 
evil structures of racism and sexism. Particularly in the face of mass gender 
violence, Our Lady of Guadalupe acts as a symbol of promise of salvation for 
the mothers of Ciudad Juárez who march in response to state inaction in the 
cases of their missing daughters.
 Juan Diego was a member of the Aztec tribe in colonial Mexico who had 
recently converted to Catholicism when in December of 1531 he saw the Virgin 
Mary in a vision for the first time. She commanded him to go to the Bishop and 
urge him to build a basilica on the Hill of Tepeyac where he stood. She said to 
him, “Am I not here who is your mother?” The Bishop, infamously, paid no 
mind to Juan Diego. Yet, Our Blessed Mother insisted. Even when Juan Diego 
did not believe in himself, she did.1 This image of a mother who unconditionally 
loves and has hope in her children is one that is important to the people of Latin 
America and my community, especially those who march in response to the 
disappearance of women due to the feminicide. 
 The feminicide refers to the brutal murders of women working in 
maquiladoras, or factories producing consumer goods for Americans. As 
Nancy Pineda-Madrid puts it in her book Suffering and Salvation in Ciudad 
Juárez, these women are killed because they are women.2 Hundreds of young 
women walking in the earliest hours of the day to get to work have simply 
disappeared or their bodies found mutilated. When the state refused to take 
the problem seriously, the mothers of those who disappeared took to the 
streets. They marched carrying the names of their daughters. They grieved 
each disappearance with a memorial service and freckled the desert landscape 
with pink crosses. When Mary appeared to Juan Diego and proclaimed herself 
mother, she reminded us that she is the mother who watched her son be stripped, 
mocked and crucified. She is a grieving mother much like the grieving mothers 
of the disappeared women in Ciudad Juárez. 

1 Virgilio Elizondo, “The Text of the Nican Mopohua” in Guadalupe: Mother of the New Creation, 
2 Nancy Pineda-Madrid. Suffering and Salvation in Ciudad Juárez. 2011. 

Amirah Orozco is currently 
studying for her Masters of 
Theological Studies at Boston 
College School of Theology 
and Ministry. Her focus is 
on Systematic Theology, 
especially ecclesiology and 
Hispanic theology. She is 
originally from the border 
between El Paso, Texas and 
Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua.
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 It was in spaces like CLC during my time in 
college where I have come to understand this meaning 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe for Mexican-American 
women. She amplifies the voices of so many who 
yearn for a world free of gender-based violence and 
discrimination. She has inspired me to be involved 
with campus efforts to mitigate sexual violence and 
work with survivors to make sure they are heard. 
 In a Church that still does not treat women as 
equals, Guadalupe acts as a witness to the resilience 
of Catholic women. She reminds us of the power of 
those on the margins to convert. Juan Diego acted as 

just that for the Bishop in his witness to the beauty 
and power of Our Blessed Mother. As I call on her 
in my nightly prayers praying for the conversion of 
the Church and the courage to stand up to injustice, I 
am reminded of what she told him almost 500 years 
ago: “You matter…Do not grieve nor be disturbed by 
anything.”3

3 Cf. Bishop Mark J Seitz, Pastoral Letter: Night Will Be No More, 
October 2019 

Today, there continues to be women who 
suffer violence - psychological violence, 

verbal violence, physical violence. 
sexual violence. It is shocking how 

many women are beaten, insulted and 
raped. The various forms of ill treatment 
that many women suffer are acts of 
cowardice and a degradation of all 
humanity, of men and all humanity.  
The testimonies of all the victims who 
dare to break their silence are a cry 
for help that we cannot ignore.  
We must not look the other way.  
Let us pray for women who are  
victims that they be protected 

by society and have their suffering 
considered and heeded by all.

Pope Francis, February 2021
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 The laptop computer sat on my wooden dorm room chair as I sat and 
watched the Livestream feed. My heart was thumping to the beat of what felt 
like a new day dawning, anxiously awaiting our first female Black and South 
Asian Vice President to take the stage. The two large screens on either side of 
the stage read, “The People Have Chosen Empathy,” and a newfound hope 
stirred within me, practically begging to escape from my chest in jubilation. A 
moment in history that many only dreamed of seeing, holding out for the people 
of this nation to give the pulpit to those most often silenced. At last she took the 
stage, donned in a white suit, the American flag pinned to her lapel. Then, Vice 
President-elect Kamala Harris greeted the roar of the crowd and blaring of the 
horns of the cars that carried their drivers’ eager bodies of every color to the 
parking lot in Delaware on that cold November evening. 
 At such a stark turning point in our nation’s history, Vice President Kamala 
Harris’ speech and profound presence was the breath of fresh air that I needed, 
and might I say that we needed. Her candor evoked within me a sense of 
God’s ever nearness and greatness, and immersed my soul in a strong sense 
of solidarity within a greater community which seeks to dedicate ourselves to 
something more. With Vice President Harris, we have committed to truth and 
reconciliation, decency, human dignity and so much more. We have committed 
to a movement launched to redirect the lost soul of our nation. 
 The divide within our nation is unavoidable and forever present in the here 
and now. It is absolutely vital, perhaps now more than ever, that the American 
people are able to hold the tension between political difference and our shared 
responsibility to uphold a democratic community; the tension between what is 
and what can be, holding out for a better tomorrow by facing our challenges and 
imperfections today. During a time of restoration, we not only chose change, 
but we also chose a Vice President with key habits of the heart that will aid in 
our healing: patience, understanding, compassion and empathy.
 I would be remiss not to acknowledge my privilege as a white, straight, cis-
male who has seen the possibility of myself in leadership positions throughout 
all governing powers of our society. My whole life I have “taken in” that I 
have the potential to rise to the upper echelons of our leadership while my 
sisters, both in blood and by choice, merely serve as the supporting role in our 
collective cultural fantasy. The faces of my four younger sisters flooded my 
mind and tears began to cloud my eyes as our new Vice President proclaimed 
with such confidence that while she may be the first woman in this office, she 
will not be the last. 
 As I write, my mind wanders to one of my favorite podcasts, Unlocking Us, 
hosted by Brené Brown. Recently, she featured Elizabeth Lesser, co-founder 
of the Omega Institute and author of several best-selling books including 
Cassandra Speaks. Their conversation focuses on the power of women’s stories, 
and together, they analyze the story of The Fall in the Garden of Eden. Lesser 
highlights the countless biblical figures (all male) who are tested and go against 
the status quo - Moses, Job, Jesus - and “become the men they were born to 
be.” After intense bouts of spiritual desolation, they rise to meet their purpose. 

VP Harris Is the First… Let’s Make Sure She Isn’t the Last
By Franny Hess
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Eve is the first female who appears to follow a similar 
longing and a desire to be individuated as a whole 
person. However, she is punished for her intense 
curiosity. 
 Lesser’s reflection could not be more pertinent 
to our time right now. Eve may have been the first 
female to follow a greater longing within herself, but 
she certainly was not the last. As a nation moving 
forward we must remember that, “Eve was not 
taken out of Adam’s head to top him, neither out of 
his feet to be trampled on by him, but out of his side 
to be equal with him...” If we take this to heart we 
may come to understand that our healing comes from 
walking alongside one another, supporting leaders 
who believe in the power of democracy, and flipping 
the status quo on its head. 
 Vice President Harris has shattered the glass 
ceiling that once stood in her way, and it is now our 
collective responsibility to ensure that such a barrier 
is not reshaped. As National Youth Poet Laureate 
Amanda Gorman, African American activist and 
our nation’s youngest inaugural poet recites, “while 
we have our eyes on the future, history has its eyes 
on us.” Our actions have repercussions whose 
echoes will send shockwaves into the lives of many 
generations after us. Our history affects the very lives  
we live today. Because of the actions of our ancestors, 
some of us are afforded greater freedoms than others. 
 Those of us privileged enough to have such 
outstanding freedoms must use them for social 
justice, equity and equality in our nation’s leadership. 
Best-selling author, Matthew Kelly reminds us that 
freedom is not the ability to do whatever one wants 
without accountability, but a duty, a responsibility 
and a strength of character to do what is good and 
noble. To those who heed his call, I promise you, your 
goodness will not be forgotten.
 And yet, our work is not done. Having a seat 
at the table does not mean that your voice is heard. 
We stand together as imperfect beings striving for 
equality and even more so, equity, where my voice 
as a straight, white, cis-male is no louder than others 
strictly because of my identity. I challenge us all to 
reflect on what is to come from this moment, where 
the spirit begs us to move. I call us to celebrate new 
faces of leadership, to hope for a greater change that 
is still to come, and to embrace and amplify voices of 
difference with courage. 

THE

P e o P l e
HAVE CHOSEN

e m P a t h y

Vice President Kamala Harris.

“The challenge for me has been  

to create spaces where women 

can lead, but in ways that allow 

them to shape the culture,  

ensuring they are valued, 

respected, and recognized.”

Let Us Dream, Pope Francis  
in conversations with Austen Ivereigh 2020
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 Last night, my friend and I were watching “Surviving Death” on Netflix. You might 
have heard of the show. It tells the stories of people who have experienced near-death 
incidents in which they believe they have entered Heaven and then come back to life. The 
stories are difficult to wrap your head around. One person on the show experienced a near-
death incident. While kayaking he was trapped and drowning. He described the moment as 
if he had separated from his physical body and was looking down on it. After leaving his 
body, he said he saw a light. When he began walking toward it, there were colorful beds of 
flowers. This was interesting to hear, but not easy to stomach. 
 “You believe in Heaven, right?” my friend bugged. 
 My friend and I were both raised Christian and Catholic with the belief in a God and an 
afterlife. She looked at me funny when I did not answer right away. 
 “I don’t not believe.” I said finally.
 Although I would like to believe in Heaven, I have found that as I have grown older 
I become more questioning of my faith. This uncertainty is in part due to my desire to 
explore and understand more religious practices as well as my identity as a female in a 
male-dominated Church. As a woman, I have become more hesitant to support Christian 
beliefs and practices and the Catholic institution. I am dissuaded by a Church that does not 
give as much voice to females as to males. My faith is important to me, giving me deeper 
meaning and a sense of community. I cannot say with certainty what I believe.
 This past winter break I began to want to learn more about other religions. My 
brother’s girlfriend came to visit our family for a week while we were all home together. 
She was raised learning and experiencing practices from many different religions. Weeks 
earlier with her family she lit the menorah for Hanukkah. Then she celebrated around the 
Christmas tree with them before she came to visit our family. Although she said it was 
sometimes confusing and overwhelming to participate in traditions of many different 
religions, she appreciated being able to understand and identify with different religious 
practices. I admired her openness to these experiences. Although I am thankful for my 
Christian background, I would also like to know about beliefs and the traditions of religions 
outside Christianity.
 Since I have been a student at Boston College, Christian Life Community (CLC) has 
been a space for me to question my faith as well as a space where I feel empowered as a 
female. During my freshman year, I was a part of a CLC group that centered around the 
female experience in Christianity. We had conversations about the challenge of being a part 
of an institution that prioritized male identity and labeled God with male pronouns. We 
also proposed the concept of a female God or a non-gendered God. The following year I 
continued to be a part of CLC and was able to have conversations with others in my group 
about ways in which we felt conflicted in our faith or beliefs with which we struggled to 
identify. Now I am a leader of a CLC group which has given me the platform to express my 
own journey of faith and the uncertainty I have as a female and a college student. I want 
other students to feel embraced and fulfilled in their faith and to be open about ways in 
which they do not feel represented. Our group is a space for open reflection and support for 
one another. 
 Christianity has grounded me in the values of community and love for and with others 
and for that I am grateful. I do however want to open myself up to new faith experiences 
as well as to continue to express my uncertainty in Christianity and challenge our Christian 
institution to give voice to every gender. CLC does give me the opportunity to continue to 
pray and be with others while being honest about my uncertainty in my faith. It has helped 
me to uphold the Christian values that are important to me while also allowing me room to 
grow and try to discern what I believe.

Believing as a Female, a Christian and a College Student
By Mary Brooks
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A Woman’s Work Is Never Done
By Christine Morillo

 Years ago at a conference a presenter was talking about the story of Jesus with 
Mary and Martha. Mary sat and listened to Jesus and Martha did all the work. Jesus 
told Martha that Mary had chosen the better place that day and I struggle with that 
message. The presenter reminded us that it takes both Marys and Marthas in the 
world. I am definitely a Martha. I always have been. I have to be, right? I am a 
mom and a wife so therefore I must take care of my family because who else will 
if I don’t? That is what I have always believed and been “taught” by society. It is 
the mom’s job to make sure the food is cooked, the mess is cleaned, and everyone 
is where they need to be when they need to be there. I don’t mind doing that for my 
family, but I am also a full time leader in a stressful, all-encompassing job. I am 
on call 24 hours a day 7 days a week at both work and home. At work I have been 
taught that I need to be there for my staff, my residents and their families. It is hard 
to do both. When a man works full time, that is what is expected from him. That is 
his primary role. As a woman I feel like I am expected to have both mom/wife and 
my outside job as my primary roles. How is that fair or equal? It’s not. 
 In our household we do share responsibilities and chores. I have had to accept 
that things may not get done exactly as I would have done them, but if they get 
done that is less I have to do. As the boys have grown so have their responsibilities, 
from taking out the trash and helping with the dishes to cleaning their bathroom or 
driving a brother to a lesson or practice. My husband has recently begun preparing 
meals on his nights off. Working together we make our home work for all of us. 
Some of these chores may be considered “woman’s work,” but by having everyone 
help maybe we can break down some of the stereotypes. 
 It has taken a long time for me to not feel guilty about doing something just 
for me because I have always put everyone and everything else first. I recently 
had a massage, my ultimate self-indulgence. This is my time to heal my sore body 
and tired mind. In order to make it to that massage “almost” on time, I left work 
running out the door knowing that I would need to work from home that night to 
finish what I did not get done. I knew I would need to pick up dinner for my family 
after the massage so we could eat together when I got home. Every day I balance 
(or try to) being a full time mom to three teenage boys, a wife to my wonderful 
husband and a leader in a demanding full time job. Every day I must choose what 
I can accomplish and what must be put off for another day. I have had to set some 
things as nonnegotiable – dinner together as a family at the table is one. Often we 
sit down at 8:30 pm or later, but we sit down together. We start with prayer, share 
our experiences of the day, debate politics or religion and discuss upcoming events 
and schedules. It is time I would not trade for anything in the world. Other things 
have a lower priority – the laundry can sit for days before it gets folded. It’s just not 
that important. 
 So many things in the world have changed in the past few generations. 
Women are expected to work outside of the home but the expectations of what a 
women should do in the home have not changed as quickly. Each of us needs to 
be accountable for a little of that by pushing back and pushing forward, pushing to 
share responsibilities and change stereotypes.
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 The year was 1955. I had graduated from Laboure High School in June and 
now September was here and I was beginning my college studies at Fontbonne 
College, now Fontbonne University, in Clayton, Missouri. My good friends, 
Afra Jean and Mary Ann, would be doing the same. The trip involved taking 
three busses each morning and evening.
 Knowing that I liked to 
join groups and clubs, my 
mother told me, “Now don’t 
be joining everything. Maybe 
you can just join the Sodality 
at Fontbonne.” So that is 
what I did. 
 Father Joseph Boland, 
S.J., was on the faculty at 
Saint Louis University and 
was our Jesuit Moderator. 
Two of my favorite nuns, Sister Agnes Cecile and Sister Rose Genevieve were 
school moderators. For the first year we were considered probates and had an 
older student as mentor. We met with them between meeting times to learn 
what Sodality was all about and to help us in fulfilling our “Daily Duties” as 
Sodality members. My mentor was a junior student, Mary Ann Stockglausner, 
and she was a wonderful example and guide to me. She was crippled and had 
to use crutches for walking, but she was very inspirational. At the end of our 
freshman year we chose whether to continue in Sodality, and if we did we made 
a commitment and received a small pin displaying the Sodality symbol. After 
sophomore year if we chose to continue, we made our final commitment and 
received a beautiful Sodality medal.
 During the summer between freshman and sophomore years, and also 
the summer between sophomore and junior years, a group of us attended the 
S.S.C.A. (Summer School of Catholic Action) in Chicago. The first year both 
high school and college Sodality members stayed at the Morrison Hotel. The 
second summer high school students stayed again at the Morrison and college 
students stayed at the Pick-Congress on Michigan Boulevard. Sodalists from all 
parts of the Midwest attended these sessions. They were very interesting and we 
really felt like grownups.
 I left Fontbonne after three years, but stayed close to friends and in the 
early sixties we began an Alumnae Sodality group at Fontbonne. Father Joseph 
Boland, S.J., joined us again, meeting in the evening at Fontbonne. He was a 
very holy and committed priest and we stayed in touch for a long time. Since 
most of us now had small children, it was getting harder to attend meetings 
regularly. The group did not last. 
 In 1962 my husband and I and our two girls, Pat and Linda, moved to 
North St. Louis county, buying a home in St. Sebastian Parish. In 1963 we 
were blessed with a son, Tom. The parish had a Ladies Sodality, really a 
Mother’s Club, but not a Sodality as I had experienced. A fellow parishioner 
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at St. Sebastian, Elizabeth Sisul, was a member of 
a Sodality at Our Lady of Loretto Parish in Spanish 
Lake. I joined her community during the mid-sixties. 
When the Sodality at Our Lady of Loretto dissolved, 
Elizabeth and her husband became members of a 
couples’ Sodality that met at each couple’s home. 
The members were Ed and Elizabeth Sisul, Bob and 
Jean Horton, Catherine Beckman and me. Sometimes 
other couples joined in our meetings. I remember in 
particular a couple from Japan who were delighted to 
be with us.
 In 1977 Elizabeth and I attended a CLC program 
at the CLC House, in the Central West End of St. 
Louis. We were at an evening gathering and one of 
the first people I met was Father Bob Johnston, S.J. I 
had met Father Bob in 1948 when he was Producer at 
Saint Louis University’s Children’s Theatre. I was a 
member of the Children’s Theatre for three years. We 
were grade school children and we traveled from all 
over the city to audition for a role in the stage plays 
which were produced there. In 1977 Father Johnston 
was newly retired from the University and was living 
at the CLC House and was a new face in CLC. It 
was wonderful to reconnect with him. At this time 
he was publishing a series of talks with God titled 
“GOOD NEWS according to me and ….” (Matthew, 
John, etc.) I’m so happy to still have one copy in my 
possession. I often use it for my meditation. Some 
of the other people I met at the CLC House over the 
years were Marie Schimelfening, Paul Roy, S.J., 
John Schwantes, S.J., Al Vaughn, Judy Szot, Pat and 
Mike Carter, Bridget Brennan and Jerry Shen, Jim 
Mulligan, S.J., Claire Sommer and Bob Hawking. 
 During those years I was making the 19th 
annotation of the Spiritual Exercises directed by 
Father Paul Roy. After work I met with Father and 
then attended Community Mass in the small chapel 
in the house. The liturgies were so personal and 
meaningful to me. I loved the times spent at the CLC 
House.
 I attended World CLC Day many times in 
various locations throughout the area in the sixties 
and seventies. My youngest daughter, Sharon was 
born in 1970 and in the late seventies she attended 
World CLC Day with me. At one gathering we were 
asked to send pen pal letters to people in Sri Lanka. 
Sharon wrote and mailed a letter and received a swift 
reply from a young man inviting her to visit him in 
Sri Lanka. In 1979, my oldest daughter, Pat, began 

working with the Missouri Province’s Jesuit Mission 
Bureau. In 1981 her boss, Father Ron Zinkle, S.J. 
took the staff to Belize and Honduras to meet the 
people for whom they were raising funds. When Pat 
mentioned to Sharon that she would be traveling to 
Belize and Honduras, Sharon asked, “Are they third 
world countries?” Pat was surprised and asked how 
she knew about “third world countries?” It was, of 
course, by attending World CLC Day with me.
 Through the seventies and early eighties, I 
remember encouraging friends and family to refrain 
from purchasing Nestle products. (I don’t remember 
what the objection was at the time.) We also 
refrained from buying Canon products because of the 
company’s unethical work practices. 
 Eventually our CLC ceased to meet.
 In 1988 I began working at the Business School 
at Saint Louis University. I searched for a CLC group 
but could not find one. When I moved to St. Peters, 
Missouri in 1994, I tried to find a group that met in St. 
Charles County, but had no luck. During those years I 
considered myself a CLC member in diaspora.
 In 2017 my daughter invited me to a Day 
of Recollection at the White House Retreat for 
benefactors of the Jesuits, and I jumped at the chance. 
My dad made yearly retreats there all his adult life. I 
felt very blessed at being able to walk in his footsteps. 
This experience challenged me to seek a CLC in my 
area. I started to search for a CLC group, and after 
many tries my inquiry was received at the national 
office. Before long I got a call from Ann Padberg. In 
October 2017, with Ann’s help, we formed a group 
that met at my house in St. Peters, hence the name St. 
Peters CLC.
 We began with four members: Ann Padberg, 
Steven Hawkes Teeples, S.J., Afra Jean Walker and 
me. Afra Jean Leavitt has been my friend since first 
grade. Two others joined us shortly after. When we 
were asked to make a commitment earlier this year, 
four of us did so: our moderator Ann Padberg, our 
Ecclesial Assistant Stephen Hawkes-Teeples, S.J., 
Afra Jean Walker and me.
 I am so happy that I found my way back home. 
I am convinced that I am right where God wants me 
at this time in my life. I know CLC is what I love. 
Sometimes the daily prayers challenge me and I 
am not perfect at it, but I am trying. I will always 
continue this CLC journey with my fellow CLC 
companions and friends.
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 The global migrant crisis has been well 
documented in news reports and by immigrant 
rights and governmental groups. The UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reported that 
70.8 million persons were considered refugees by 
the end of 2018. Today 1 out of every 108 people 
in the world is displaced. The International Office 
of Migration (IOM) defines forced migration as 
“a migratory movement which involves force, 
compulsion or coercion.” Most of the refugees in 2018 
came from war zones in Syria, Afghanistan, South 
Sudan, Myanmar and Somalia according to UNHCR. 
However, during that same time period and continuing 
today, large numbers of migrants have come to the 
Mexico-US border from Honduras, Guatemala, 
Columbia, Venezuela and Mexico seeking asylum due 
to gang violence and coercion in their homelands. 
Some forced migration also is caused by environmental destruction, or in 
anticipation of the effects of a natural hazard. Some examples of this type of 
migration have been witnessed in the Philippines, Haiti, Viet Nam and Ethiopia. 
Hurricanes, tsunamis, drought, wildfires and typhoons destroy villages and 
areas occupied mostly by the poor. Residents flee with few belongings, some to 

areas within their own country about which they are unfamiliar, and 
others to migrant camps in neighboring countries. 
 Women and children are most affected by forced migration, no 
matter what the cause. They are the most vulnerable. Many women 
find themselves targets for sexual abuse in migrant camps or on their 
journey by those who accompany them towards their destination. 
Frequently women are forced into human trafficking for prostitution 
by their smugglers or sold for marriage, particularly if they are 
traveling alone or without any resources. When women are pregnant, 
they are in even greater danger and are vulnerable to pregnancy 
complications, as well.
 There are many Catholic organizations whose mission is to 
work with migrants and refugees at our borders and around the 
world. To name a few: Mercy Corps, Jesuit Refugee Service, Kina 
Jesuit, Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, Maryknoll Sisters. Many 
work specifically with women and children. I would like to highlight 
one non-profit whose mission is to support pregnant women and 
children so as “to create a culture of life and encounter.” It is under 
the coordination of Karina Breceda, one of our CLC members, who 
meets with the Lord’s Ranch CLC. 

The Forced Migration of Women &  
Those Who Give Them Dignity and Support
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 Haznos Valer (www.haznosvaler.com), 
which loosely translates ‘see the value in me’ is a 
comprehensive program serving pregnant women and 
children. It is situated in Juarez on the Mexico side of 
the border. The program provides the migrant women 
with housing, medical, cultural and spiritual support. 
One of the reasons that this program has been able to 
continue safely amidst the violence and insecurity of 
the area is the fact that it operates under the auspices 
of a parish. 
 A large part of the program is the San Juan 
Apostol Evangelista Shelter. Last year the shelter 
welcomed 120 migrant women and children. The idea 
for the shelter was conceived by Father Francisco 
Garcias in response to the Migrant Protection 
Protocols (MPP), which left asylum seekers stranded 
in Mexico. “He is a model of Spiritual Fatherhood,” 
states Karina. Karina and her staff at the Shelter 
are “a group of Fronterizo activists who seek to 
recognize and affirm the dignity of persons at every 
migration stage or border.” The Shelter provides 
“accompaniment through pre- and post-natal care, 
sexual assault aid services, and children and family 
therapy.” The staff also assists women who are 
outside of the shelter but need assistance. 
 The Shelter offers residents and other women 
migrants in need medical checkups, prenatal supplies, 
hospital aid, bassinets, cribs, and an unlimited diaper 
supply, as well as healthy food. Crisis and family 
therapy is provided within the shelter. There also is 
a cultural component that encourages hospitality and 
dialogue through art, music and literature. In addition 
to Karina and Fr. Francisco, the shelter staff includes: 
Patricia Galarza, Mental Health program leader and 
Dr. Leticia Chavarria. Karina shared that many of the 
women have been victims of rape either during their 
journey or in their home countries. This respite center 
allows the women to rebuild and refortify within 
a caring community as they gather their asylum 
documents and await their hearings. All babies and 
pregnant women on the border are welcomed by 
Fr. Francisco, Patty and Dr. Letty. The migrants are 
called by name, given documents and have patronage.
 Karina related the story of one of the migrants 
in a November dialogue at witnessattheborder.org. 
”When she showed up to visit at Hacienda de los 
migros (HDLM), Mom had the clothes on her back 
and one ripped flipflop. And I saw a baby like this. 
It reminded me of the verse, ‘she wrapped him in 

swaddling clothes.’ He was wrapped with all she had, 
her hospital gown. Not an extra gown, HER hospital 
gown. A nurse gave her after surgery an open shirt. 
And she covered her bottom half with the hospital 
sheets. In Juarez for migrants there is no receiving 
blanket with the blue stripes, no little hats, no onesies, 
no mesh underwear/pads for post-partum bleeding, no 
extra wraps for your c-section scars to take home.”
 In his 2014 message for World Day of Migrants 
and Refugees Pope Francis implored, “I ask you to 
work concretely in welcoming refugees, drawing near 
to the poor, and finding creative ways to catechize, 
to proclaim the Gospel and to teach others how to 
pray.” And in 2019 he stated, “Our response to the 
challenges posed by contemporary migration can be 
summed up in four verbs: welcome, protect, promote 
and integrate.” Like Karina and her team in Juarez 
and all the wonderful refugee and migrant support 
organizations around the world, we as CLC are called 
upon to respond to Pope Francis’ invitation, which is 
the invitation of Christ. Let us do what we can to help 
all those who cry out to us, especially the vulnerable 
women and children who are forced to leave their 
homes and enter into their difficult migration journey.
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 The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) issued by the UN in 2015 
were a blueprint to achieve a more sustainable future for all. The Fourth SDG is A 
Quality Education for All. The education of girls and women in underdeveloped 
countries is necessary to bring women into full and effective participation in 
employment and decision making in their families and in public life. This essay is 
about the barriers to that education and some of the hopeful initiatives.
 In the last 30 years, poverty had declined 70%, until the pandemic COVID-19 
hit. UN projects that the pandemic will push 96 million people into extreme 
poverty, and 70% of that number being women. 59% of the world’s poor women 
live in Sub-Sahara Africa. The majority of women work in the ‘informal’ economy, 
farming or self-employed at home while caring for children and elderly parents. In 
South Asia, the closing of borders meant job loss in retail trade, export orientated 
manufacturing, textile factories and tourism. The textile factories which employ 
millions of women in South Asia (Bangladesh, Cambodia, etc.) laid them all off. 
Pandemic travel bans and factory closings meant no work. This has had an adverse 
impact on food security for these women and their children. Locust storms caused 
crop failure in some Sub-Sahara countries and with food scarcity and no income, 
malnutrition in young children.
 The loss of work and food insecurity also meant little or no schooling. Globally, 
education is acknowledged as the most powerful means of bringing girls and 
women out of poverty and protecting them from the violation of their human rights. 
In 2019 (before the pandemic) the illiteracy rate among adults 15 and older was 
34.7%. In South Asia the illiteracy rate was 27.1%; In the Arab States 20.6%. Two-
thirds of the world’s illiterate adults are women. Sub-Sahara Africa has the highest 
rates of exclusion from education. One fifth of children between the ages of 6-11 
and 60% of those between the ages of 15-17 are not in school. By April 2020, 1.6 
billion children and youth were out of school globally.

The barriers to education in South Asia and Sub-Sahara Africa are many.
•  Primary education is generally free, but school fees are prohibitive for poor 

families.
•  Patriarchal attitudes toward daughters’ education mean the limited funds go to 

educate sons.
•  Early pregnancy causes many to drop out of school.
•  Early marriage is common in rural, poor areas. The bride is often payment for 

livestock to help her family survive.
•  Distance from schools and lack of safe access to schools exist.
•  Sexual harassment and sexual violence toward girls by students and teachers 

continue. Practice of FGM (Female Genital Mutilation) in remote counties of 
Kenya is ongoing.

•  War and civil unrest in one’s country means schools are often destroyed or used 
by the military.

•  There is a chronic lack of well-trained female teachers who could serve as mentors.
•  Rural schools lack sanitation and clean water.
•  In Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos inadequate government funding for public 

education and the thriving of private schools are creating two classes, the rich and 
the poor.

Empowering of Young Women through Education
By Mary Ann Cassidy
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 While quality education is lacking, the surprising 
statistic is that 72% of young people ages (15-24) 
have mobile phones primarily in the urban areas. 
Inequality in access to education during COVID-19 was 
exacerbated for those without access to electricity. No 
radio, TV or internet were available. Urban learners did 
better, even if electricity and digital time were limited. 
At a virtual meeting of the UN Commission for Social 
Development, 59th session, global educators called on 
nations to fund infrastructure with electricity and digital 
accessibility especially in remote areas. With access to 
the internet, women could enroll for literacy training, 
get information on health matters and nutrition and 
also enroll in e-courses for career advancement. In the 
21st century digital training is an essential element in 
quality education. Gender equality also calls for more 
girls enrolled in STEM subjects (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math), with mentors to help them 
to successfully negotiate these subjects. The UN has 
declared February 11th as a day to celebrate Global 
Women in STEM careers.
 The funding for education initiatives for 
underdeveloped countries in small part comes from 
the country itself, with large funding from UNICEF, 
Global Partnership for Education, USAID (US Agency 
for International Development), the World Bank, and 
many private foundations (for example, the Rockefeller 
Foundation) and Global corporations. 
 Many foundations use creative ways to educate 
girls and develop their leadership abilities. Camfed 
(Campaign for Female Education) is a sustainable pan-
African foundation which gives scholarships to the most 
vulnerable girls (usually orphans) in Malawi, Tanzania, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. A graduate (Camfed Aluma) 
becomes a learner-guide for three more girls in turn 
(the multiplier effect) in her district, keeping the drop 
out rate low. Camfed has nurtured more than 140,000 
women leaders in Africa.
 Another creative initiative is a program called 
“Skills4Girls” (UNICEF) begun in Nepal and 
Bangladesh. It promotes an empowerment approach to 
girls’ education: engage girls and women throughout the 
school year with mentoring and curriculum building; 

engage them in learning strategies, in decision making 
and in peer networks. Skills4Girls uses a girl-centered 
approach for education and skill training. Skills4Girls 
has spread to Niger and Senegal. 
 Kenya with UNICEF has set up mobile schools for 
nomadic families. The teacher travels with the families 
and learning takes place in the rainy season when the 
children have fewer chores. 
 The Metro Institute of Innovation and Technology 
(Ghana) trains children in robotics to promote the study 
of science and technology.
 A Radical Inclusion Law was passed in Sierra Leone 
to allow for pregnant girls to attend school and to give 
extra assistance and materials designed to enable the 
blind and deaf to learn.
 The School of Hope Foundation of Nairobi, with 
the leadership of Fr. Terry Charlton, S. J. and the local 
CLC opened St. Aloysius Gonzaga Secondary School in 
2004. The very poor boys and girls whose parents were 
affected by HIV attend St. Al’s with full scholarships, 
and a competitive curriculum with Ignatian spirituality. 
The foundation hopes to build a dorm to provide a safe 
and focused environment for those now commuting to 
school. 
 The previously named initiatives are just a few of 
the many working for quality education for girls in 
underdeveloped countries.
 UNICEF of South Asia published a Framework 
for Progressive Standards for South Asia as 
classrooms reopen. These suggestions can apply to any 
underdeveloped country.
 First, build back better after COVID-19 including 
gender equality in each country’s educational system. It 
is vital to address the different needs of boys and girls 
and promote equal outcomes. Second, give incentives 
for men and boys to share equally in caring for others. 
Third, data mechanisms must include both male and 
female perspectives: give girls and women a voice in 
the planning and decision making as schools reopen. 
Fourth, engage with community and religious leaders to 
build up a supportive base for girls’ continued education 
and training. Fifth, support the collective action of 
women especially in grassroots organizations. Women’s 
collective action has paved the way for large-scale 
systemic change. Finally, multinational corporations 
which have vast resources, have to be invited in as 
partners in financing academic education and vocational 
training.
 Education is life-giving and life-saving. 
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The Commission on the Status of Women
By Mary Ann Cassidy and Joan Woods

 The Commission on the Status of Women, 
a functional commission of the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 
is the principal global intergovernmental 
body dedicated to women’s equality and 
empowerment. In 1996, ECOSOC expanded 
the Commission’s mandate to monitor the 
implementation of the Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action. This task is accomplished 
during the Commission’s annual two-week 
Forum by representatives of the UN member 

states, civil society organizations and UN entities.
     September 16, 2019 was the date of the initial planning 
meeting for the 64th session of the Commission to be held in 
March, 2020. I was there and felt the enthusiasm. We were going 
to begin planning for the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Fourth 
World Conference on Women and the adoption of the Beijing 

Declaration for Action. Women who had been at the Conference 
were now sitting in the Church Center for the United Nations. 

They were eager to begin planning for a celebration of the accomplishments 
of women over the last twenty-five years, beginning with the Fourth World 
Conference. 
 The Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for Equality, 
Development and Peace was the name given to this Conference held in Beijing, 
China in 1995. It was attended by representatives from one hundred eighty-nine 
countries, UN agencies, intergovernmental organizations such as the European 
Union, and seventeen thousand participants with a further thirty thousand 
activists attending a parallel Forum. Among those participants was Ann Noonan 
representing WCLC. 
 The conference’s significant achievement was the Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action. The Platform covered twelve critical areas of concern: 
poverty, education and training, health, violence, armed conflict, economy, 
power and decision making, institutional mechanisms, human rights, media, 
environment, and the girl child. It is still considered a visionary agenda and its 
twelve critical areas are the blueprint for achieving gender equality. 
 Following the mandate given to the Commission by ECOSOC to monitor 
the implementation of the twelve critical areas, recommendations in the form 
of agreed conclusions are adopted by members of the Commission at the 
conclusion of each CSW Forum. A review of past Agreed Conclusions would 
highlight the areas for celebration with notable gains in education, the labor 
force, representatives in governments and in the economy.
 The agenda for our planning meeting included a speaker from UN Women. 
She acknowledged the gains but asked that we look at the many areas where 
there was no or very little progress. For that reason, UN Women will convene a 
global gathering for gender equality,  

Mary Ann Cassidy

Joan Woods is a Past President 
of NCLC. She is an NGO rep at 
the U.N. and a member of the 
Loyola and Westchester CLCs 
in the New York Region.
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co-chaired by France and Mexico and including civil 
society. The Generation Equality Forum will analyze 
progress since Beijing and prepare an agenda of 
concrete action to realize gender equality before 2030. 
This will initiate a campaign: “Generational Equality: 
Realizing Women’s Rights for an Equal Future” and 
will begin a global conversation for urgent action and 
accountability. We will learn more about these events 
in future planning.
 What we did not know was that all events would 
be cancelled. On March 9, 2020 following the 
recommendation of the UN Secretary-General to 
member states regarding the concerns of COVID-19, 
the commission decided to suspend until further 
notification the 64th session and all related events 
including the two world meetings. 
 COVID-19 continues to influence the planning 
and procedures of all meetings at the UN up to the 
present day. The 65th session (March 13-26) will 
be entirely virtual. The priority theme is concerned 
with effective participation, decision making and the 
elimination of violence. Dates for the world meetings 
will be announced as well as the agenda including 
Beijing + 25.
 I wish to highlight one final consideration as we 
look into an uncertain future. On September 25-26, 
2019 an expert group meeting on: “Beijing + 25: 
Current context, Emerging issues and Prospects for a 
Gender Equality and Women’s Rights” was organized 
by UN Women to consider emerging and cross-
cutting challenges to equality and human rights. In 
their report they highlighted the following issues:
•  The rise of anti-democratic forces and governments 

who challenge the gains on women’s rights and the 
general questioning of gender equality;

•  The digital revolution including discriminatory 
practices and forced labor and its positive and 
negative impact on gender equality;

•  The place of young women in the struggle for 
economic, social and climate justice;

•  The peace, security and humanitarian agenda for 
women and how it is threatened in this present day 
environment.

 These concerns were addressed along with 
recommendation over the two-day period while
the expert group was in session. It can be expected 
that they will be part of the agenda of the two 
world meetings already addressed in this article. It 
is a realization for us that the Beijing Declaration 
and Platform is a work in progress and will need 
governments and civil society working together to 
achieve its goals.

The content of the following paragraph has been 
affected by the ongoing pandemic.

 The Gender Equality Forum is a global meeting in 
favor of gender equality convened by UN Women and 
co-chaired jointly by the governments of Mexico and 
France. It is scheduled to open in Mexico City, March 
29-31, 2021 and conclude in Paris in June. The Forum 
will review the progress so far and develop an agenda 
for bold action to advance gender equality by 2030.
It will be hosted/moderated by Ambassador Delphine 
O who is Secretary-General for the Generation 
Equality Forum (Beijing + 25). Each event will 
welcome five speakers who will represent a state, 
an international organization, civil society and 
the private sector. Included will be an expert on 
the topic. Six themes of the Forum are: gender 
based violence, economic justice, sexual and 
reproductive health and rights, climate justice, 
technology and innovation for gender equality, 
feminist movements and leadership. 
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 We are in the beginning months of 2021. It is a time to look forward to new 
ideas and new hopes, just as it is a time to start fresh with a new calendar, a 
new outlook, a new resolution. This January we found ourselves watching in 
shock, fear, anger and many other overwhelming feelings as a group of people, 
including some of our leaders, stormed the capital, trying to take away what is 
dear to each one of us, our democracy, our freedom to vote and have each of 
our votes not only counted but accepted by the people who are our leaders. It is 
something that in the past, perhaps, we took for granted - to live in freedom, to 
live in a democracy. I know that now we will have to move past complacency. 
 As we watched, people from all over our country and even within our 
government threatened, raged, broke windows, put our Congress in jeopardy, or 
stood by and raised their voices in hate-filled, inflammatory words that pushed 
the group to do more damage. We saw people, fists raised, yelling as they tried 
to take away the freedom which we hold dear.
 But in our country, and truthfully all over the world, many did more than 
watch in fear and shock as this group tried to tear our fundamental American 
rights apart. They spoke out. They used the tools of today – Twitter, Facebook, 
YouTube, Editorials. Whether people spoke out within their own small groups 
or in larger groups or wrote to those in power, they spoke of their fears, anger 
and shock at what was happening. They may not have been in the same room, 
the same city, even in the same country, but they were a united group, and their 
words held a peaceful and righteous power. They said NO to those that would 
take away what is dear to us – our democracy, our vote - the bedrock of our 
America.

 I think that Arnold Schwarzenegger said it so well in a YouTube Video, 
“The mob did not just shatter the windows of the Capitol. They shattered 
the ideas we took for granted. They did not just break down the doors of 
the building that housed the American democracy. They trampled the very 
principles on which our country was founded…I grew up in the ruins of a 
country that suffered the loss of its democracy. I was born in 1947 [in Austria], 
two years after the Second World War.” His complete speech is at: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=nLvcNGhBBDA

 In January we celebrated Martin Luther King Day. It is important that we 
remember the words of Martin Luther King, Jr.:
“True peace is not merely the absence of tension; it is the presence of justice.” 
—Stride Toward Freedom, 1958

“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort 
and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.” 
—Strength to Love, 1963

Our Democracy, Our Freedoms, Our Flag Still Stands
By Lorraine Damman

Lorraine Damman is a member 
of the CLCNW group Spirit 
Walkers and Secretary on 
the CLC Northwest Regional 
Councils She helps to plan 
retreats, writes a newsletter, 
updates minutes and the 
regional pages for the CLC-
USA website. She earned a 
BS degree in Social Work 
and became Social Action/
Social Needs Coordinator for 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church. 
Before retirement about 6 years 
ago she owned a Computer 
Training business. Before the 
pandemic, she taught art to 
people with memory problems 
in a nursing home. Lorraine 
does watercolor paintings, 
takes meditation and yoga 
classes and gardens.  
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“Out of the mountain of despair, a stone of hope.”  
I Have A Dream speech, Washington, D.C., August 
28, 1963

 As members of CLC-USA, let’s remember  
St. Ignatius’ words:
“To have prevented one single sin is reward enough 
for the labors and efforts of a whole lifetime.”

 And as Americans let us remember these words 
from President John F. Kennedy:

 “Life is never easy. There is work to be done and 
obligations to be met – obligations to truth, to 
justice and to liberty.” “The rights of every man 
are diminished when the rights of one man are 
threatened.”

 As Teddy Roosevelt said: “Patriotism means to 
stand by the country.” 

 What happened in January in the capital of the 
United States can be a wake-up call to all of us. For 
it is up to each American to hold our freedoms and 
our democracy in our hearts and be present to protect 
those freedoms and that democracy from any that 
would seek to tear down our country and our ideals.
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Your contribution can make a difference 
in faith formation, building community and 
promoting the Ignatian charism.

Even a small contribution can make a 
huge impact over time…

For more information write us at 

Christian Life Community®-USA
3601 Lindell Blvd.

St. Louis, MO 63108
www.clc-usa.org

CLC-USA is a 501 (c) (3) tax-exempt organization.
All contributions to CLC-USA are tax deductible to the extent 

allowable under federal law. 

Please remember CLC  
in your estate plan. 
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